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RIGHT:· The Jehu Stele, 
depicting Jehu paying tribute 

to Shalmaneser III, was 
carved in stone during the 

ninth century B. C. FAR 
RIGHT: Tiglath

pileser III, king of Assyria, is 
immortalized as the victor in 

this eighth-century mural. 
BELOW' Byzantine pottery 

from sixth-century 
Jerusalem. BOTTOM: 
Excavation around the 
southwest corner of the 

Temple reveals a street and 
steps from the time of Jesus 

(Herodian period). 

From the Dust of Time 

THE REVELATIONS 
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OF ARC OLOGY 
T he managing editor of The 

Good News has placed before 
me a remarkable task. In up

dating our members and co-workers 
on the Jerusalem excavations, he has 
asked me to do this accompanying 
article . I have been requested to 
touch upon the beginnings of archae
ology, how it informs mankind, the 
accuracy of applicable dating meth
ods and its relevance or relationship 
to Biblical revelation. And I am to 
make it highly interesting to you 
readers! 

By Herman L. Hoeh 

That is as challenging as many an 
archaeological excavation . 

There is one - and only one -
means of achieving this major task. I 
am going to have to show you how to 
dig for the answers in your own com
munity library, bookshop and mu
seum. You will become knowledge
able armchair archaeologists . 

But first, let us understand a little 
about what archaeology is and its 
purpose. 

The word "archaeology" comes 
from the Greek archaia (meaning 
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"ancient things") and logos (in this 
case, meaning "theory or science"). 
Historically, the word has had vari
ous shades of meaning. Since the 
late 1700s, however, it has been de
fined as a branch of learning that 
studies the material remains of 
man's past. 

Excavation often seems to the gen
eral public to be the most important 
and glamorous aspect of archaeolo
gy. It is, of course, exciting, and it is 
a prerequisite to any worthwhile en
deavor of this kind. But interpreta
tion of the data collected through ex
cavations is the key to deciphering 
ancient findings. Making historical 
judgments, based on the interpreta
tion, is the most important task of an 
archaeologist. It helps us piece to
gether clues to the lifestyle and tradi 
tions of ancient peoples. 

How you can understand 

Now that you have a general defi
nition of the purpose of archaeology, 
let's examine ways that you can be-
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come more knowledgeable about this 
subject. 

I have had the privilege of visiting 
archaeological excavations in the 
United States, Britain, Ireland, Ger
many, Italy, Greece, Cyprus, the So
viet Union, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan, Israel, Iraq, Rhodesia, Thai
land and Tonga in the South Pacific. 
I have participated in excavations in 
the Gaza Strip and in Syria on the 
Euphrates. Most of you will never 
have that opportunity in this life. 

You will have to dig in libraries 
and museums to discover the treasure 
of archaeology. That is how I com
menced. 

And, in addition"you can search 
out men and women of understand
ing in the field of archaeology -
such as at a local university. To be a 
knowledgeable armchair archaeolo
gist you need to read and to listen to 
and converse with men and women in 
the field of archaeology and the re
lated sciences. And to make your . 
studies really valuable, read and un-

derstand your Bible. Find out how 
true archaeology and the Bible 
complement each other. 

The Work 's participation 

Ambassador College has partIcI
pated with Hebrew University the 
past 10 years in the Jerusalem exca
vations. That contact has provided 
our students and the leadership of the 
Church and college with experience 
and knowledge in archaeology. You 
can acquire similar experience and 
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knowledge through continuing edu
cation and extension programs from 

, colleges and universities near you. 
The cultures studied may not be 
Middle Eastern, of course, but the 
techniques and methods of excavat
ing are fundamentally the same. 
That is the fastest way to understand 
the limitations as well as the breadth 
and depth of archaeology. 

In addition to our 10-year partici
pation in Israel, we have completed 
three years of cooperatio.n in the 
Mesopotamia Project with the Insti
tute of Archaeology at the University 
of California at Los Angeles 
(UCLA) . The Institute is under the 
direction of Giorgio Buccellati, a per
sonal friend of many years. 

One of the services of the UCLA 
institute is the preparation of reviews 
of new books and journals of interest 
to people in the field of archaeology. 
A free mimeographed catalog listing 
all books thus far reviewed is avail
able on request. This is a unique solu
tion of obtaining valuable reviews on 
archaeological books you may check 
out from nearby central libraries or 
on occasion purchase. 

Publishing too 

Now that I have mentioned books, 
let me point out that the Ambassador 
Foundation, through our own Gate
way Publishers, has also assisted Is
rael's Tel Aviv University Institute of 
Archaeology in publishing Investiga
tions at Lachtsh: The Sanctuary and 
the Residency (Lachish V) by Yoha
nan Aharoni. The volume is ad
dressed primarily to the scholarly 
world. 

For those of you who know your 
Bible, Lachish was one of the major 
cities of Judah. It is mentioned in 
Joshua 10:13 and 12:11. King Ama
ziah was slain there (II Kings · 
14:19). 

Lachish was virtually the second 
capital of Judah. Lachish V sheds 
much new light on the city from the 
end of th~ Canaanite period through
out the Israelite period. 

Besides the excavation report, this 
book deals with the history of the city 
and its most important buildings. 
The destruction of Stratum III dur
ing the campaign of the Assyrian 
king, Sennacherib, in 701 B.C. is 
supported by new archaeolo'gical and 
historical investigation. The magnifi-
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cent building on the top of Tel La
chish, defined by earlier excavators 
as a Persian residency, is examined 
and its interpretation as an Assyrian 
governor's palace is offered by the 
late Yohanan Aharoni. 

In around-the-world efforts to 
reach leaders and educators with the 
good news of the wonderful world to
morrow, Herbert W. Armstrong and 
his staff have had the privilege of 
meeting Dr. Abdel-Kader Hatem. 
He is "a former first deputy prime 
minister of Egypt and close friend of 
Egypt's President Anwar Sadat. Dr. 
Hatem has, since 1962, been minister 
of culture, information and tourism. 
Out of mutual respect we had Gate
way Publishers copyright in 1976 Dr. 
Hatem's boo~, Life in Ancient Egypt, 
a volume addressed to the lay pub
lic. 

We ought to know what the an
cient Egyptians thought. The first 
books of the Bible were written by 
men who spent major parts of their 
lives in Egypt. Life in Ancient Egypt 
reveals from a modern Egyptian's 
special point of view the art, litera
ture, education and science of the an
cient Nile valley. Dr. Hatem also lu
cidly describes medicine, ethics, reli
gious thought, archit~cture, senti
ment and beauty in the land of the 
pharaohs. All this background mate
rial was locked away from modern 
man' until unlocked by linguists and 
archaeologists. 

Digging through biblical 
archaeology 

It is important to know where to 
commence reading. So many vol
umes are published today, even in the 
field of archaeology. The logical start 
is with the city of Jerusalem. And the 
best volume for a beginner is Jerusa
lem Revealed: Archaeology in the 
Holy City 1968-1974. This finely il
lustrated work (in color and black 
and white) of the world's most signif
icant city is published by the Israel 
Exploration Society, with which we 
have enjoyed splendid cooperation 
beginning 1968. 

One of the chapters in this volum~ 
is "The Archaeological Excava.tions 
Near the Temple Mount." It is writ
ten by Professor Binyamin Mazar. In 
a personal footnote on page 25 he 
writes: "J. [Yosef] Aviram has been 
of the greatest assistance as adminis-

trative director. Special gratitude is 
expressed to the Ambassador College 
of Pasadena, California, for consider
able assistance in supporting the ex
cavations," Yosef Aviram, a member 
of the Board of Governors of the Is
rael Museum, is a loyal friend of 
Ambassador Foundation. 

"Y ou might follow the previous 
work with The Mountain of the 
Lord, another volume by Professor 
Mazar, . assisted by Gaalyah Corn
feld. It is published by Doubleday. 
This volume presents an immense 
time frame from the patriarchs to 
David to Jesus and into the 20th cen
tury. It is readily obtainable in p)lblic 
libraries since it is published outside 
Israel. 

In its 160 pages of text and 160 
pages of exciting photographs, includ
ing color plates, this book tells the sto
ry for the public of the massive archae
ological project that we know as the 
Jerusalem excavations, in which many 
of you have indirectly had a part. 
Shown are dramatic photos of sup
porting pillars of Herod's royal porti
co. Each pillar is so thick that three 
men with arms outstretched could not 
span them. Also shown is the fallen 
upper cornerstone of the temple 
mount on which a priest stood and 
blew the trumpet to herald the coming 
of the Sabbath, along with many other 
exciting photographs. 

As we expand our horizons, the 
. next volume you would find valuable 
is A History of the Holy Land. It was 
·edited by the late Michael Avi-Yo
nah and is published by the Macmil
lan Co. The sweep of ·this volume is 
immense - from pre-Canaanite 
times through Israelite, Roman, Byz
antine, Arabic, Crusader, Ottoman, 
British and now the Israeli periods. 

This book provides valuable mate
rial important to the understanding 
of the demographic; political and . 
geographic setting of the Bible and to 
the study of current world history. It 
provides one of the best visual sup
ports for the ideas that took root and 
flourished in Palestine, from whence 
they indelibly influenced the course 
of Western civilization. 

The contributions (made possible 
through your help) of the Ambassa
dor Foundation to Israel's Depart
ment of Antiquities have helped to 
support the excavations of Professor 
Avi-Yonah conducted in Jerusalem 
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ARMCHAIR ARCHAEOLOGISTS can find many beautifully illustrated books in the library that cover various aspects of biblical 
archaeology. These books can a/so be purchased at many bookstores if a personal library on the subject is desired. 

in areas away from the temple 
mount. Before his death Professor 
Avi-Y onah was a consistent listener 
to the Jerusalem addresses of Mr. 
Armstrong. 

Another Israeli friend of the Am
bassador Foundation is Yigael Ya
din. Professor Yadin is a master of 
on-site details with an ingenious 
mind. He is recognized as one of the 
most able archaeological lecturers 
anywhere in the world. 

Three of his numerous books, Ma
sada, Bar-Kokhba and Hazor, have 
gained world recognition for their 
wealth of facts, their photographic 
beauty and their significance to the 
accuracy of Palestinian archaeology. 
To fail to read at least one of these is 
to deny yourself the experience of liv
ing an almost day-to-day adventure 
in archaeology. 

Masada is the tragic story of the 
closing years of the Jews' first revolt 
against Rome at the time of the de
struction of the second temple. Bar
Kokhba is the spectacular account of 
the rediscovery of the legendary hero 
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of the second Jewish revolt against 
Rome. Out of a crevice in a canyon 
near the Dead Sea, where it had lain 
for over 19 centuries, came a 
woman's bag. Out of the bag came a 
fragile batch of papyrus inside which 
were wrapped four wooden slats. And 
on these strips of wood the name Bar
Kokhba, guerrilla leader of the revolt 
against Hadrian's Rome. In addition 
were a spectacular range of clothes, 
glass and kitchen utensils of A.D. 

132. 
Hazor is the rediscovery of a great 

citadel of the Canaanites - "for 
Hazor beforetime was the head of all 
those kingdoms" (Joshua 11:10). 
Hazor was found, after excavation, 
to be the largest city in all Canaan. 
Professor Yadin's attempt to recon
struct archaeological evidence for 
Joshua 11 and Judges 4 leads him to 
invert the order of biblical events. 
You must always be aware of human 
reasonings. The foundation of knowl
edge is the Bible. Apparent conflicts 
of evidence must be reexamined. 

I would be remiss at this point not 

to bring to your attention the role of 
the late Dame Kathleen Kenyon of 
England, who excavated Jericho and 
Jerusalem. Her Royal Cities of the 
Old Testament and Jerusalem: Ex
cavating 3,000 Years of History and 
Archaeology in the Holy Land pre
sent a clear and enthralling descrip
tion of archaeological evidence as it 
relates to the Bible . . 

To complete our digging into bibli
cal archaeological for this month we 
need The Archaeology of the New 
Testament: The Life of Jesus and the 
Beginning of the Early Church by 
Jack Finegan. It is published by 
Princeton University Press. His book 
is like taking a journey. He first inves
tigates sites connected with John the 
Baptist, then proceeds through the cit
ies made famous by Jesus' life. Each 
site is illustrated. The accompanying 
text contains a bibliography of the 
most important literature on the sub
ject. You may pursue each area in 
depth as you have time and energy. 

But, you might ask, why have no 
(Continued on page 29) 
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ARCHAEOLOGY 
(Continued from page J 7) 

figures been given to indicate the cost 
of each book? Answer: You ought 
first examine these books in your 
nearest central library. You will find 
each book, for you, may differ. One is 
worth reading; another is worth 
studying. Only when you plan to use 
a book as a handy reference again 
and again should you consider buy
ing it. The best solution to' this prob~ 
lem is to consider the paperbacks 
titled The BibUcal Archaeolo-

Prayer and Fasting 
(Continued from page 5) 

bring right into your own homes 
those who are helpless, poor and des
titute. Clothe those who are cold and 
don't hide from relatives who need 
your help." 

We need to do these things. Help 
others out. 

"If you do these things God will 
shed his own glorious light upon you. 
He will heal you; your godliness wiil 
lead you forward and goodness will 
be a shield before you, and the glory 
of the Lord will protect you from be
hind. Then, when you call, the Lord 
will answer. 'Yes, I am here,' He will 
quickly reply. All you need to do is to 
stop oppressing the weak and stop 
making false accusations and spread-
ing vicious r,!mors! , 

"Feed the hungry! Help those in 
trouble! Then your light will shine 
out from the darkness, and the dark
ness around you will be bright as day. 
And the Lord will guide you contin
ually, and satisfy you with all good 
things, and keep you healthy too; and 
you will be like a well-watered gar
den, like an ever-flowing spring." 

And so, brethren, we do need to fast. 
We do need to get closer to God. But 
we can only get there by restraining 
ourselves, not only from food and 
drink, but also from pride and strife, 
and quarreling and vindictiveness and 
oppressing one another. We should 
help and serve one another . 

Prayer and fasting go together 

There was a time when the proph
et Daniel really, desperately wanted 
to know what was going to happen in 

The GOOD NEWS April 1979 

gist Reader, volumes 1, 2 and 3. 
But . they are meant to comple

ment, not substitute for the excellent
ly illustrated volumes I have pre
viously mentioned. 

By this time you may think- you 
will have penetrated in depth the 
subject of biblical archa·eology upon 
reading these 15 books. May I sur
prise you? 

You have only scratched the sur
face! 

And I am sure the managing edi
tor of The Good News agrees with 
that. We have, after all, only looked 
at the temple mount, the city of Jerl,l-

the future. "And I set my face unto 
the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplications, with fasting, and sack
cloth, and ashes" (Daniel 9:3). 
Prayer always goes along with 
fasting . 

How often.in my Christian life have 
I ~omehow got caught in a wrong mood 
or situation just before a dayoffasting, 
and gone through the day in more or 
less a normal, carnal manner. I went to 
my work and taught my classes, but I 
did not set aside extra time to study 
this Book, perhaps on my knees, or to 
pray to God a long time. Or to medi
tate and drink in of God's ideas and 
attitudes. 

So what did I get out of it? A good 
headache sometimes. Sometimes i 
lost a little weight and maybe the 
body was a little more purified. 
Maybe there was a certain help God 
gave me in spite of my weakness the 
next day. Because as the food comes 
back in, the strength flows back, and 
one has a little extra zest. You know, 
when you quit hitting yourself on the 
head i,t feels real good when you stop. 
You get the picture. 

But the fasting didn't do me nearly 
as much good as if I had been really 
drinking in of God's Word and pray
ing and meditating during that day 
of fasting. And that's what Daniel 
was doing. 

"And I, prayed unto the Lord my 
God, and made my confession, and 
said, 0 Lord, the great and dreadful 
Gbd, keeping the covenant and mer
cy to them that love him, and to them 
that keep his commandments; We 
have sinned ... " He didn't say, "Oh, 
we've been good, and we've done no 
wrong, and You don't have any right 
to spank us ." 

salem and some of the sites in Pales
tine. We have only made passing ref
erence to Egypt and Mesopotamia at 
the beginning. 

What of the rest of the world? 
How did the people inhabiting the 
distant reaches of Africa, India, Chi
na, the Pacific, the vast plains of 
Russia , distant Ireland and the 
Americas come to settle where they 
did? But that is going too far afield 
from Babel for this one article! 

But by reading the material listed 
in this article you will be on your way 
to becoming a competent armchair 
archaeologist. 0 

No, he said, "Father, I'm sorry. 
We've sinned 'and have committed 
iniquity and done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, even by departing from thy 
precepts and from thy judg
ments . . . Lord , righteousness be
longeth unto thee, but unto us confu
sion of faces .. .' " 

Verse 17, "Now therefore, 0 our 
God, hear the prayer of thy servant, 
and his supplications, and cause thy 
face to shine upon thy sanctuary that 
is desolate,for the Lord's sake." Not 
for our righteousness - we have 
none - but for yours. 

When we reach that attitude, our 
fasting is doing some good. 

Notice Daniel's result. An archan
gel came to him and told him: "At the 
beginning of thy supplications the 
commandment came forth, and I am 
come to shew thee; for thou art greatly 
beloved . . ." (verse 23). Why was 
Daniel greatly loved? Because he 
humbled himself sincerely to God. 

Don't fast unless you do intend to 
use it to get closer to God (unless it's 
strictly a health fast). Be sure you do 
take time to study, to meditate and to 
pray, or you won't get the good out of 
it that you would and you should. 

James 4:5": "Do ye think that the 
scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? But he 
giveth more grace [grace greater 
than the lust of the human spirit]. 
Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble." And this is a vital point. 

Verse 9: "Be affiicted, and mourn, 
and weep: let your laughter be turned 
to mourning, and your joy to heavi
ness. Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord, and he shall lift you up." And 
that is a promise, brethren. 0 
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